[Child abuse and osteogenesis imperfecta. How do we distinguish?].
Osteogenesis imperfecta is a hereditary connective tissue disorder. Typical manifestations are fragile bones with multiple bone fractures and bone deformities. A history of minimal or no trauma and recurrent fractures is a feature of OI, but is also typical of non-accidental injury (NAI). OI and NAI are relevant differential diagnoses when a child presents with unexplained fractures. The differential diagnostic problems are reviewed, all of which are important for the child both in terms of treatment and for prognosis, socially and medicolegally. We conclude that comprehensive clinical evaluation is adequate for differential diagnosis and that both OI and NAI can be diagnosed by positive anamnestic and objective signs. Mild OI IV without other signs than fracture(s) is very rare and the new entity temporary brittle bone disease is hypothetical; the diagnosis of these two clinical pictures is unacceptable in small children. Routine analysis of collagens should not be performed.